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1. Kung Fu 


3 '20 


I wrote this for a dance routine featured in the stage production - "Tales From the Middle 
Kingdom". It was inspired by the powerful choreography of Willy Tsao and the wonderful 
stage design flowing from Paul Fowler’s fertile imagination. This is dedicated to them for 
their friendship, support, and professionalism. 

2. Song of the Seasons Huangjincheng - Fun andFu-lo-see 328" 

This little tune comes from the province of Xian Su, and tells the story of the flowers 
associated with the four seasons. It is also quite poignant, as it underscores the inevitability 
of change with the passing of time. 

3. A Tent For Lovers Chan HungHwa - Chung-hu 4'04" 

Huangjincheng - Fun 

A famous Mongolian folk song, the music came to my attention when we were recording 
"Masters of China", an album which features the two players appearing here. I was very 
impressed with their artistry and the images that the power of the song evoked, so I asked 
them to record a second version which I intended to develop further. It features the deep 
tones of the Chung-hu, the Chinese equivalent of the viola, and a large Fun, which is 
reminiscent of a bass ocarina. 

4. Snowy Mountain Sunset Xhang - Vocal 5 43" 

Sunset has appeared on all the Middle Kingdom series in some form or another, and has 
been an invaluable source of ideas. A woman with the soul of a Gypsy, she travels widely 
through China gathering musical material wherever she goes. She bought this traditional 
song back from Tibet, and I think it captures the grandeur of the mountains that gave 
it birth. 


5. Spring Wind 


Chan Hung Hwa - Er-hu 


415 


This melody was originally transcribed as an Er-hu solo by Deng Yu Yan with lyrics by 
Lee Lin Chou, a famous composer of his day who was best known for his treatment of 
folk songs. It asks that Taiwan society of the early 20th Century give more human rights 
and equality to women. A beautiful song and much ahead of its' time, it is still enjoyed 
in Taiwan today. 

6. Tai Hu Boat Song 347 " 

Tai Hu is a famous lake South Eastern China. The song is traditional and describes the 
beautiful scenery to be found there. I have arranged it in the style of a cha-cha, a popular 
dance which was once found in all Chinese ballrooms, and is still alive and well today. 

7. Legend of Lin Dai Yu Lawrence Wong - Er-hu 512" 

Lin Dai Yu is a famous character from Chinese mythology, always depicted as a tragic, 
ailing, teenage poetess. There have been many musical pieces written about her, and this 
one was composed by Liang Le Yin in Shanghai many years ago. It was intended only 
as part of a film score, but was destined to out-live both the film and the composer. 

8. One Last Goodbye Katusha Tsui - Vocal 445" 

This song is strongly influenced by the music the Middle Kingdom, both ancient and 
modern. Of all our farewells, the saddest is always the last, because we will never know 
when that will be. The thing to keep in mind, is that every goodbye heralds a new beginning. 






9. Yah Hey 


Katusha Tsui - Vocal Backing 


523 


Katusha introduced this song to me for her "Homecoming" debut album, and she has 
graciously provided the angel-like voices for the backing chorus. The song is derived 
from an ancient Mongolian folk song by Mei Ong with lyrics by De Ye. It has only 
one verse, but still manages to capture the tenderest of emotions with the line - "Little 
lambs come home, be not afraid". 

10. Su Wu the Shepherd Huangjincheng - Fun 4 '41 " 

Huang Jincheng appears again playing Fun, with a performance of such intensity that 
one does not notice the incredible breathing technique needed to produce sounds from 
such a deceptively simple instrument. This sad lament, (which I enjoy very much, by the 
way), comes down to us from the Han Dynasty (206 B.C. - 220 A.D.) and still works well 
in today's world. It is the story of Su Wu, an envoy sent by the Imperial Court to the 
invading Huns. They kept him captive for many years, and he survived working as a 
shepherd in the lonely and desolate wastes of the North. Through all hardships, he 
remained forever loyal, and this is what has kept his memory alive. 


Noel Quinlan - 1996 
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